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Tus meaſure of building a new Cuſtom- 
houſe below the dry Dock being now determme«! ' 
upon, as appears from the Anſwer given by the 
Commiſſioners of his Majeſty's Revenue, to the 
Letter from the Committee of Merchants, it has 
become a ſubject of general Inveſtigation, whether 
this new Cuſtom-houſe ought to be built upon the 
lite of the preſent Cuſtom-houſe, or whether it 
ſhould be erected upon the lot of Ground lying be- 


It being allowed on all hands, that it is neceſſary 
that a new Cuſtom-houſe ſhould be built ſomewhere, 
it appears evident to common ſenſe, that ſuch a 

ſituation ought to be choſen, as ſhould be beſt ſCait-d 
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for the convenieney of ſhipping, and the ſecurity of 


the revenue, that the duties granted by parliament 
at various times, may be fairly and equally col- 
lected, upon all goods imported and exported, that 
every. member of the ſtate importing or exporting, 
may; be upon an equal feoting; and: it is further 


proper, that a ſituation be choſen, that ſhall afford 


ample room for the convenience not only of the 
officers of the revenue, but o the merchants, and 


that not upon the ſcale of the late confined trade of 
this port, but upon what may be expected to ariſe 


from an extended and free commerce. 


There appears to me to be hut two ſituations 
where a Cuſtom-houſe could be built, the old or the 
new ſite, and the queſtion will then be, which of 
the two is beſt calculated for the ſafety and conve- 
nience of ſhipping, the ſecurity of the revenue, 
the eaſe and diſpatch of. landing and "hipping®of 
goods, and in every one of theſe points of view, 
the lot now pitched upon, has the preference over 
all others upon the river. e 


In making a compariſon between the two ſitua- 
tions, in the points I have before ſtated; I ſhall not 
deſire the facts which I ſhall advance to be taken 
upon my bare aſſertion, I ſhall ſtate them fror the 


| teſtimony of witneſſes brought ga the houſe of 


commons, for the purpoſe of praving that the pre- 


ſent ſite was preferable to the intended one. 


The dangerous ſituation, in which the Cuſtom- 
houſe has been for ſeveral years paſt, has cauſed 
many repreſentations to be made by the *Commiſ- 
ſioners of the revenue to government, for permiſfion 
to build a new one, and in thoſe repreſentations, 
they gave it as their opinion that the preſent fite 
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was an improper one, and recommended that ground. 
| ſhould be purchaſed below the. Ye Ra al in the 
f year 1974, his then Exce lf ey of Har- 
Ke lid all he f pr ae res e ſubj 
before the teal, of cee x .r&tErring to ft em 


to aſcertain the moſt Proper ſit ker a new 8 
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Fre Petitions were pre A to. 
ing that the fite might nat 15 Alter 

ſiring leave to produce witneſſes, and to be eat 

council, in order to prove that the old 


Proper ſituation than. the new hy this hy Muir 8. 


The houſe of commons . r ſolved itſelf into a 
committee of the whole ho „Weit into à oli 
inveſtigation of the abject, » Examined 1 witneſſes 1 in 
the moſt ſolemn manner, and upon th e 8 | 
adduced by. the petitioners, two witneſſes be- 
ing Prod u on 25 er FAA and meerl 1 
revenue Points, the Houſe came f to two reſojutions 


1 een that the preſent ſituation dhe 
8 Caßtebe toute” of the cit? Fr D Dublin, is Fs 


4 nieht to the trade werfe, f prejudicial to his 
« Majeſty? 8 ; revenue. 


4 II. Refolved, That it will be Ape to 
& build anew Sap LT of Batchehr's 8— 
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To the evidence ven on by the 
witneſſes produced Fix 94 Spart © t 1 ; 
9 1 the removal of he See 1 "ſhall r re- 

to prove the truth * my a ertions. e 


Firſt, 1 have aſſerted that the new ſituation. is 
more faſe and. convenient t for ſipping, | 
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In order to prove this, I ſhall quote ah parts * 


the evidence given by the witneſſes as go to this 


point, as they. are ſtated in the ſpecial report made 
by the committee of the houſe of commons, and 
for regularity ſake, and eaſier reference to che re- 
port, I ſhall follow the witneſſes in the order that 


they delivered their teſtimony, * with Mr. 
Graydon, the firſt witneſs. 


Mr. Graydon ſays, he is Bae peter, that he 
knows the nature of the bed of the river, that the 
ſafeſt part of it for ſhipping, is from Eſſex-bridge to 
Myſs-ftreet, that from the Cuftom-houſe-quay to Liffey- 


' ſtreet, and from thence to the old ferry, the ſhore is 


ſtony on the north fide. 


That no American built ſhip, or other of ſharp 
conſtruction, can come up to the Cuftom-houſe-qua y 
as they will not take the ground. 


On his croſs examination he ſets out by declaring, 
that were he a mariner, he ſhould be glad of a 
Cuſtom-houſe nearer to the ſea; that the farther a 
ſhip comes up the river, the better for the merchant, 
but not for the mariner. 


That there are many is between Life ey rect 
and Swift's-row, which were formerly a great im- 
pediment to the navigation, but the paſſage has 
been cleared by the ballaſt-office. That there are 


many rocks now remaining on the ſouth {ide the 


channel, which render ſome parts. of the river un- 


fate for ſhips of burden to he. 


He acknowledges that it would be : a great advan- 
tage, if all ſhips unloaded at the Cuſtom-houſe- 


quay, > 


E 2 
quay, that large ſhips generally lighten before they 
come up the river, that he thinks the Cuſtom-houſe- 
quay much too ſmall for the city, and that it is ſo 
crowded that it is inconvenient to every body. That 
it would be prudent to make a more commodious 
Cuſtom-houſe, but thinks that if the quay could be 


enlarged, its preſent ſituation would be as good as 
any. Fo 


Having ſaid in his direct examination, that the 
ground between the Cuſtom-houſe-quay and Temple- 
bar ſlip, if added to the preſent Cuſtom-houſe, 
would make a quay ſufficient for diſcharging all the 
ſhips that come to this port; he on his croſs exa- 
mination confeſſed, that no ſhips could lie at the 
ground offered by the city, as an addition to the 
preſent Cuſtom-houſe-quay, (which was the ground 
he before mentioned) unleſs the bed of the river 
was deepened, that there is a rock that runs abreaſt 
of that ground, and reaches to within two ſhips 

lengths of the north ſide, from the end of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe-quay to Temple-lane ſlip, that he believed 
that the ground offered by the city, was that along 
which this rock extended, that ſhips cannot lie upon 
ths rock, as cloſe to the wall there is no water, 

d but ſeven or eight feet of water at ſpring tides, 
even beyond the breadth of four ſhips from the in- 
tended quay, he thinks this rock might be quarried 
away, and then that ſhips might lie there; he ſays 
that a quay for 32 ſhips, (the number which he ſaid 

could lie at the preſent Cuſtom-houſe-quay,) was 
not ſufficient for this port, but that one, which would 
accommodate 65 was, and that the preſent quay, 
with the addition offered would do that, provided it 
was deepened and made fit for ſhipping ; and pro- 
vided there were to be nine ſhips in one tier, and 
eight in every other; but he confeſſed that when 


tip 


eta 
pe K 


LE 
ne 1 lie in ch 23 tiers, t ey cannot altere 
their carp 7 goes either w convenience or expedition, 
He faid' that the preſent Cuſtom-ho houſe-quay. Was 
frequently NY and the mer chants goods in- 


Jured; and he confeſſe d wine, the 1 er of the N elly 


of Bab den, ad told him, that he pum 1 
out of his Thip lying at the Cuſtom- h wt but 
he ſaid that he did not KNOW where ſhe received the 
injury. 


Being examined 28a the next day, he declared 
that e beſt lying in the rive er oY ſhips, Was "OO 
Batchelor 's-lahe 10 lie krabing ng ba 


He faid that from the Cit hoi ſe to Foy 15 30 
laue, ſhips may lie very lafely, Og he could not 


ſay chat t they le ſaler in that ſpace than they may 
below it. 


He confeſſed that in the/year 1) 79 2 ſhip n hl 5 
laden ſtruck on Randt a e * 
Cuſtom-houſe, and both. ſhip 15 were yery 
much damaged, and that the l accident had hap-, _ 
pened in 1773 to the Shannon Capri More, and 
the Dolly. 


The next witnefs examin TR was Mr.  Dempſey,. 
wlio in his direct amin, ſays little e to the 9 
now before us, beczuſt the counéll did not chogſe to 
examine him upon iN after r What fell from Mr. rar. 


dom their laft'witnels, he however py that there... 


is a ſhoal at the bar "of Digder, whic 0 ſhips 1955 - 
ere is le 


th the river, but chat 
wald on 2 w ick, which lies oppoſite Swift” 85 


row. 


TS ] 


In his croſs-examination he declared That *the 
deepeſt water between the walls was from the old Glaſs- 
houſe to Batchelor's-lane, that the river '1s broader there 
and the ground ſofter, and that there was room enough 
from Batchelor's-lane to the end of - the walls, for all the 
ſhips that ever were at one time in this port. 


He ſays, that 32 ſhips of 100 tons may ie at 
the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, 8 in a tier, that but 8 can 
at one time diſcharge, that carrying goods thrò 
other veſſels occaſioned great delay, inconvenience, 


quarrels, and injury to the goods. 


Tat no ſhips can lie from the Cuſtom-houſe-quiy *t9 
Temple-lane, as there is but froe feet "water over "the 
rocks at high tides. 3. 1 


Mr. Marſden was the next witneſs, he ſaid that 
the beſt birth, within the walls, is from Campton- 
quay downwards for a great length, that from that 

quay to the weſtward, there is bad lying for ſhips 
occaſioned by a rock. 


Being croſs- examined he ſaid that, cæteris paribits 

a Cuſtom-houſe as near as poſſible to the ſea, would 
be the moſt deſirable to the maſters and owners of 

ſhips, but not to the merchants. 1 


Mr. Cooley was the next witneſs, who touched up- 
on this point, he ſays that ſtandfaſt Dick riſes to the 
ſouthward, thut if it was quarried 6 feet Yee, there 
would be one foot and a half of yiater only ut Jow 
water, at high water 104, at ſpring Tides about 13 
or 14, that Mink muſt he on the rock tit low water 


and will be apt to ſtrike, as the water falls, but does 
not know whether this would injure hem. 
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The next witneſs to this point was Mr. Chartres, 
ſurveyor on the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, who was pro- 
duced in ſupport of the change of ſite. He ſtates 
the great expence and inconvenience ariſing from 
the ſmallneſs of the quay, which can diſcharge ſo 


few ſhips at a time, and yet even with thoſe few, 


the quay was not large enough to tranſact the bu- 
ſineſs. | 


He ſays that the delay was ſuch, as cauſed a ne- 
ceſſity for employing twenty tidewaiters extraordi- 
nary. | = 


He declared, that he had known ſhips to be fre- 


quently ſtrained and damaged in coming up to the 


Cuſtom-houſe quay, on the rock off Swif?'s-r0w, 
and that when ſuch accidents happened, they braced 
the ſhips with ropes, and unloaded them as quickly 
as they could. | 


He mentioned that 8 tiers of ſhips had lain at the 
quay, and ſtated the inconvenience, confuſion, de- 


lay, the opportunity for committing fraud, and the 


embezzlement of goods occaſioned by _ diſ- 
charging thro' one another, and faid, that the ſmugg- 
ling on the quay, which merchants took notice of, 
was owing to want of room for the officers to do 
their duty. | 


He ſtated, that he had known ſhips delayed in 
the river for two or three tides, tho lightened, for 
want of water, that ſhips have been damaged even 
at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, that veſſels of 100 tons, 
unleſs they be flat built, or lightened, cannot come 
up at neap tides, that ſpirits cannot be * = 

| 5 f | maller 
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ſmaller veſſels, and therefore that veſſels carrying 
Tug can come up only at {pring baden 


Believes, all ſhips which paſs the bar of Dodder 
can come to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, but has known 
them neaped in the river, between the old ferry and 
the Cuſtom-houſe, for four or five tides, whereas 
every ſhip which paſſes Dodger, is ſure of getting 
upto the iron yard by the old ferry, that tide. 


Says, the deepeſt water in the river is below the 
iron yard. 


The laſt witneſs din was Mr. Sackville Ha- 


milton ſecretary to the 8 of the Cuſ- 
toms. 


He depoſes, that the 5 8 quay is much too 
ſmall for the trade of Dublin, that ſuch a number 
of ſhips cannot lie at it, as is neceſſary for the diſ- 
patch of buſineſs, that goods are ſmuggled there, 
owing to their being ſo crowded together, and the 
difficulty of diſtinguiſhing thoſe, which have paid 
_ from thoſe which have not. 


That 4 ſive only can lay their ſides to the quay, - 
that they cannot diſcharge, if they lie 8 or 9 deep 
with convenience to any one, that the merchants 
frequently apply to the board for leave to diſcharge 
elſewhere, not ſo much to avoid this inconvenience, 
as for want of water, for that ſhips that are heavy 


laden or ſharp built cannot come up to the quay 
without lightening, | 


That the merchants not only apply to the 3 
for leave to unload, but alſo to load their veſſels at 
the A S wall, and even on the North Wall. 


43 - That 


1 


That all the luxuries of life are landed at the 
©1{tom-houſe, that wines are landed there only, but 
that ſhips of burden frequently ſend up their goods 
in gabbards to the Cuſtom-houſe. 0 


That- the beſt ſituation for ſhips, and the ſafeſt 
lying is about the lower ſerry, both on account of 
the depth of water, and the nature of the bed of 
the river, that by placing the Cuſtom-houſe there, 
tlie neceſſity for uſing lighters would be removed, 
as-all the rocks would be avoided, that as ſhips could 
diſcharge without lightening, it would be of infinite 
ſervice. to the revenue, by preventing ſmuggling, 
and of great convenience to the merchants, as the 
putting their goods into lighters ſubjects them both 
to damage and embezzlement. 


He aid, that he thought it impoſſible to remove 


the preſent obſtructions ſo effectually, as to make 


as good lying for ſhips at the ground adjotning the 
preſent Cuſtom-houſe-quay, or even at the quay 
itſelf, as they may find lower down, as the bed of 
the river, in that part is a rock, and tho' it were 
cleepened, the current of the water would ever pre- 
vent mud or any ſoft ſubſtance from 1ying on it. 


That if the rock at the ground, offered by the 


city, could be taken away to ſuch a depth that the 


ſhips ſhould at low water be water born, it would 
then afford as good lying for them there, as they 
can have below, but not better, as they are water 
born at preſent below the ferry, and that there muſi 
be other rocks alſo removed before ſhips can come 
up with perfect ſafety to diſcharge at the quay. 


Said 


— 


1 


Said, he could ill judge of the expence of remov- 
ing theſe rocks in this effectual way, but believed it 
impoſſible to do it at any expence whatſoever, for, 
that if an attempt was made to deepen the rock 13 
feet below low water mark, he thinks the water 
would conſtantly break in upon the workmen. 


Such was the evidence delivered upon a ſolemn 
inveſtigation of this point before the houſe of com- 
mons, by the witneſſes produced on both ſides, from 
which it muſt be clear to every perſon who is not 

predetermined not to believe it, that the preſent ſite 
of the Cuſtom-houſe cannot contend with the new 

intended one, either for the ſafety or convenience of 
ſhipping. . 


11 appeared clearly from the evidence of every 
perſon examined, that there were many objections 
againſt the preſent ſite of the Cuſtom-houſe. 


That the ground on which it ſtan s is low and 
ſubject to be overflowed frequently, by which great 
loſſes are fuſtained. | 


- That it is infinitely too ſmall for the trade of this 
city. | | 


Two ſtrong objections ariſe againſt the preſent 
ſite, from the ſmallneſs of the ſpace. 


The firſt is, that it occaſions ſuch a hurry of bu- 
ſineſs and confuſion, that the fair trader is impeded 

and delayed, and the unfair trader has many oppor- 
tunities of defrauding the revenue, which no vigi- 
lance of the officers in this hurry and confuſion has 
been able to prevent. 


— 


The | 


[14 ] 


The ſecond objection is, that there is not ſufficient 
room at the breaſt of the quay for ſhips to diſcharge, 
which cauſes great expence and delay both to the 
fair trader and to the revenue, and gives advantage 
to the ſmuggler. | 


The firſt of theſe objections it is poſſible to re- 
move, becauſe it is certain, that altho' the ſpace of 
ground lying between the preſent quay and Tem- 
ple-lane be now covered with houſes, yet the intereſt 
of the houſe holders might be purchaſed out, altho' 
it would be attended with a great expence, as ſome 
of them had upwards of 80 and all of them 36 
years to run of their leaſes, at the time this ſubject 
was before the houſe of commons, had the city's 
offer been accepted, and . thoſe intereſts purchaſed 
out, and this ſpace been added to the preſent quay 
it would have gone a great way to remedy the firſt 
objection, provided the whole ground had been 
' raiſed, ſo as to keep off the water; but altho' a 
quay of the ſize above mentioned, might anſwer 
for the preſent trade of this city, would it be pru- 
dent and right, at the outſet of a general free trade, 
to fit things exactly to the preſent ſtandard, or 1s 1t 
not more proper to adapt them with a prudent fore- 


ſight to what we may now not only hope, but expect 
to be. 


As to the ſecond objection, I rely on it, that it is 
inſurmountable. | 


It appears from the evidence already ſtated, that 
33 ſhips have lain oppoſite to the Cuſtom-houſe- 
quay at one time, that only four of theſe could lie 
with their ſides to the quay, of courſe there muſt 
be 8 tier of ſhips in every line, except one, 2 

| tnat 


11 


that muſt have , of theſe not more than two tier 
could diſcharge at one time, of courſe ſix tier muſt 
lie idle, to the great delay and loſs both of the mer- 
chant and ſhip owner, and of courſe to the increaſe 
of the price of freight. 


It is a known fact, that when a ſhip is engaged to 
bring goods to this port, from England, that an ex- 
preſs ſtipulation is made, that the cargo ſhould be 
brought up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay ; now if the 
merchant did not well know, that the ſhip maſter 

dreading the danger ariſing from the rocks in the 
upper part of the river, would not come up there 
if he could avoid it, he would not make this ſti- 
. Pulation, and it very frequently happens, that the 
_ - maſters of veſſels are obliged to pay the expence of 
lighterage from their ſhips to the Cuſtom-houſe, 
when they will not run the riſque of going up there, 
the conſequence of which is, that they certainly 
charge ſo much more freight in their original agree- 
ment, as ſhall indemnify them againſt all chances ; 
but when the Cuſtom-houſe ſhall be removed to the 
intended ſituation, where there will be ſufficient room 
for all ſhips to diſcharge at once with ſafety, thoſe 
inconveniencies will be removed, and of courſe 
freight muſt be lowered. 13 


It appears by an atteſted account delivered to the 
committee, by the clerk of the ſhips entries, and by 
them annexed to their report, page 24, that the 
number of ſhips which invoiced in this port for the 
five years preceding that period, were as follows. 


In the year 1969 - 2440 
1770 2532 
n 
h 
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And from Mr. G 


raydon's teſtimony, page 4, it 


appears that there diſcharged at the Cuſtom-houſe- 


quay, in the following correſponding years only. 


In the year 1769 - 0: 358 : 
„„ 

19791 - 390 

1772 - = 391 


So that it appears, that all above thoſe numbers 


were neceſſanly diſcharged at the out-quays, or ob- 
liged to unload into lighters in the bay, and fend 
up their goods to the Cuſtom-houſe. 4B 


There are numberleſs other inconveniencies which 
arife from the want of room ſufficient for ſhips to 
lay their ſides to the quay, ſuch as ſhips diſcharg- 
ing thro' one another, injury to the goods ſo diſ- 


charged, great delay, embezzlement, conſtant .dif- 


putes and-quarrels between the maſters -of the veſ- 
ſels, and great opportunities of frauds on the re- 


| venue, for it is evident that the longer ſhip 8 8 
diſcharged at the quay, the greater muſt the op- 


Now all thoſe inconveniencies would ſtill remain, 
altho* the propoſed additon was made, by carrying 
the preſent quay as far as Temple-lane flip, and in- 
cluding the ground offered by the city. 


It has been ſhewn that the bed of the river, for 
this whole way, and a great deal further, is one 
continued rock, that for the breadth of four ſhips 
from the quay, there is no water at all, and that 


from thence to the channel, which lies cn the north 


ſide, the depth of water at high-water, is from 5 to 


6 feet; it follows then that no ſhip can come up 


there 


( 

there at high- water, until the whole bed of the river 
ſhall be quarried the full length of the quay, and 
that from 6 to 7 feet deep, at that part of the river 


next the channel, and ſo deeper as you approach 
the ſouth ſide, as the rock riſes above high-water 


_ cloſe to the quay, where it muſt be quarried 12 or 
14 feet deep to make an even ſurface, this muſt 
be done to make it poſſible for a ſhip to come up 
at high-water, what is ſhe to do at low-water? is 
ſhe to lie on a rock? would any man ſuffer his ſhip | 
to do ſo? ſhips often ſtrain at the preſent Cuſtom- 
houſe-quay, which is only a hard bottom, not a 
rock, could any ſhip then lie without being ſtrained 
on the rock below, when fo deepened, what would 
become of her as the water fell; would ſhe not 
ſtrike againſt the rock, and in all probability be de- 
ſtroyed ? to make this ſituation with any poſſibility 
ſafe for a ſhip to lie at, the rock muſt be taken away 
£6 deep, as to leave a loaden veſſel water-born at 
low-water, that is aBout 13 or 14 feet below low-= 
water mark, the abſurdity of which undertaking at 
any expence, muſt appear at firſt ſight. | 


Some of the witneſſes who were examined as to 
the removal of this rock, gave it as their opinion, 
that the rock could be eaſily removed, and they 
founded that belief upon a report, that a private 
gentleman had often offered to remove this rock at 
his own expence, for the advantage of the ſtones, 
this argument was .much relied on, altho' no man 
who conſidered for a moment, could have given 
credit to it, and had it been true, it would have 

been an indelible ſtain upon the Ballaſt-office, and 
the city of Dublin, who had refuſed to permit fo 
publick ſpirited a gentleman, to perform a work, 
confeſſedly attended with ſuch infinite advantages to 
the trade and commerce of this metropolis. 


| fn | Abſurd 


4} 


| Abſurd however as this aſſertion, was, there were 
not wanting people who either really did, or pre- 
tended to believe it, but the gentleman coming as a 
witneſs to prove ſome other matter, was examined. 
as to this point, and ſoon ſhewed the falſity of. the 

aſſertion. To . ae 


He ſaid that he ſuppoſed, the. rock could be re- 
moved at a ſmall expence, but confeſſed he had ne- 
ver offered to remove it, fis reaſon. for fo thinking 
was, becauſe he ſuppoſed that rocks in a river could 
be removed, as eaſy as rocks in the ſea, and that 
he had quarried on the North-ſtrand, (which he 
would have had conſidered as the ſea): at a ſmall 

expence, and therefore he ſuppoſed that any other 


» 


perſon could quarry this rock as eaſy. 


This ingenious deduction of argument is not al- 
together concluſive, for the difference muſt imme- 
diately appear, between a ſtrand which is left dry 
every time the tide goes out, and the bed of a river, 
which ſo ſoon as you come to low-water mark, muſt 
be always covered with water, and where the diffi-. 
culty increaſes every inch you advance, and be- 
comes inſurmountable long before you could reach 
the depth of 13 or 14 feet under the water, the 
depth which muſt neceſſarily be gone to, to make 
ſafe lying for a ſhip. g 


It was roundly aſſerted, that this rock would be 
quarried away in ſix months from the time that 
this ſubject was under conſideration, and that 
the Ballaſt- office committee had actually agrecd 
with a gentleman to perform this work for 500. 
ſeven years have ſince paſſed, and altho' the aſſer- 

| | non. 
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tion has fallen to the ground, the rock ſtill remains 


prot Cuſtom-houſe-quay, which admits only of 


proved, that the ſituation on which the preſent Cuſ- 
tom-houſe is built, is inſufficient for the purpoſes of 
trade, and inſecure for the ſafety and convenience of 
ſhipping, and that if the ground offered by the city 
were added to it, that it would not remedy the in- 
conveniencies, 5 | | 
On the other hand, it has been proved by every 
' witneſs who was examined on either fide to that 
point, that the deepeſt water and ſafeſt lying for 
ſhips in this river, is from Batchelor's-lane to the old 
glaſs-houfe on the North-wall, this whole ſpace con- 
tains 2217 feet, that part which lies from the old 
ferry to the glaſs-houſe contains 1617, this ſpace if 
| . * neceſlary, 


„ 
neceſſary, may all be had for the uſe of the new 
Cuſtom-houſe, and at a ſmall comparative expence, 
there being but 12 very bad old houſes on it, and all 
that part called the Iron-yard, now being in the poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Commiſſioners of the revenue, this 
ſpace of 1617 would allow 21 ſhips to lie with their 
| fides to the quay, for if 300 feet, the length of the 
preſent Cuſtom-houſe-quay, contains 4 ſhips abreaſt 
of the wall, then 1617 feet will contain 21 and a 
fraction, it has been proved that the preſent quay 
does contain 4 ſhips and a gabbard a head of them, 
and therefore 1617 feet would contain more than 21 


(hips, 


It is a known fact alſo, that a part of the preſent | 
plan of the Commiſſioners of the revenue, is the 
making of a wet dock, and it can be for that pur- 
poſe alone, that they have taken ſo large a ſpace as 
five acres. This dock, it is ſaid, will contain at 
leaſt 40 ſhips, ſo that there would be ſpace in the 
new intended ſituation for 61 ſhips to lie, reckoning 
but one tier to lie i in the river. 


Now compare this ſituation with the preſen 
without taking into conſideration the new intended 
Sock... 


The new ſituation contains a front to the river. 
from the new dry-dock to the old glaſs-houſe, allow- 
ed on all hands to be a part of that ſpace which con- 
tains the deepeſt water, and ſafeſt ing for ſhips 
in the river, of above 1080 feet. 


The e Cuſtom-houſe-quay contains a front 
af 300 feet, allowed to be a hard bottom, and 
where it 1s proved that ſhips have often ſtrained. 


There 


! 


There may be added to the front of the new ſi- 
tuation, by carrying it up to the old ferry 527 feet, 
being alſo a part of the ſpace containing the deepeſt 


water and ſafeſt lying for ſhips, 200 feet of which is 
already in poſſeſſion of the crown. 


There may be added at the preſent about goo 
feet, the ground of which is entirely covered with 
houſes, and along the front of which runs a rock the 
whole way, which muſt be quarried 14 feet below 
low-water mark, to admit the poſſibility of a veſſel 
lying at it. | | 2 

The new ſituation contains a ſpace of 5 acres, 
and a depth at the eaſt end of 600 feet, capable of 
allowing docks to be made, for the accommodation 
of ſhips, and there is 19 feet water at ſpring, and 
16 at neap tides to carry ſhips in. 


The preſent ſituation contains a ſpace of 300 feet 
long by 170 in the wideſt place, including the 
ground on which the building ſtands, and 100 in the 
remaining part. TED | 


All ſhips which paſs the bar, are ſure of coming 
up the ſame tide with ſafety to the new intended ſi- 
tuation, and lying there water-born. | 


Ships are often neaped for three and four tides 
between the old ferry and the preſent Cuſtom-houſe- 
quay, and are often damaged and the cargoes loſt, 

by paſſing the dangerous rocks which lie in the river 

above Laffey-ftreet. 3 1 


Eight 


L 22 J 


| Eight ſhips might diſcharge at the preſent tua 7 
| _— that four of them diſcharged thro' the ne 6 


At the new intended quay, ſuppoſing it to end 
at the dry-dock, 15 ſhips might lie, and of courſe 
if two tier diſcharged, 30 might diſcharge at one 


If the ſpace offered by the city was added to the 
preſent quay, not a ſhip-more could diſcharge. 


If the ſpace up to the old ferry was added to the 
new quay, ſix additional ſhips might lie at it, and 
of courſe 12 more might diſcharge, that is in ſhort, 
when 8 ſhips can diſcharge at the preſent quay, 42 
may diſcharge at the new intended quay. | 


Let the additional conveniency ariſing from the 5 
intended docks be conſidered, and let the impartial 
publick declare, which is the proper ſituation. 


In treating ſo largely as I have been obliged to 
do upon the firſt part of my argument, v:z. that 
the new intended ſite is beſt calculated for the ſafety _ 
and convenience of ſhipping, I have been inſenſibly 
led to anticipate many arguments, which ſhew that 
the revenue would alſo be more ſecurely and more 
eaſily collected by this removal of fituation, it is 
therefore almoſt needleſs to add, that the revenue 
muſt be better ſecured in a ſituation where diſpatch 
is given to the landing of goods, where there is am- 
ple room for the officers to carry on their buſineſs, 
where the ſhips which now lie three weeks at the 
quay, need not be detained three days, and _— 
| | A 


t 1 


all hig h dutied goods will diſcharge i in a dock within 
the. walls of the Cuſtamehauſt. 


The fame arguments Prove, chat Fl new: inten 
ded ſituation is that beſt: calculated for the:caſe.andb 
diſpatch of landing and lading goods. | 


Notwithſtanding the clear and decided: ſuperiority 
which the new intended ſite has over the preſent, 
yet there are men, wha being either influenced by 
an improper intereſt in the event, or perhaps led by 
miſtaken ideas, have ever ſet themſelves ſtinately Z 
againſt a meaſure of the. moſt univerſal publick 1 
lity, and have endeavoured: by arguments and inſi· 
nuations as falſe, as they are utile: and malicious, to 
perſuade their fellowcitizens, that this is a meaſure: 

dig with ruin to the city of Dublin, and to raiſe the 
reſentment of the people againſt all thoſe who ſhall: 
dare to think for themſelves, and Who will not give 
up the common ſenſe which nature has beſtowed 
upon them, to their intereſted aſſertions. 


I dall ſtate for the conkderadion of the pull 
the ſeveral arguments uſed by thoſe gentlemen 
againſt the removal of the Cuſtom-houſe, down the 
river, and I ſhall endeavour as far as I am able, 
to convey: to others that conviction, which I feel, 3 
their weakneſs. and want of foundation. 


The. firſt argument which I have heard malle! 
uſe of upon this occaſion is, that the removal of 
the Cuſtom-houſe down. the river would affect the 
property of thbſe. whoſe land and houſes lay about 
the preſent Cuſtom-bouſe, and to the weſtward 25 7 
Efexrbridge. | 


If 


— ** ia 2 
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If it were true that the removal of the Cuſtom- 
houſe would affect the property of ſome perſons, it 
would be but a weak argument againſt a meaſure 
of ſuch publick utility, if ſuch arguments were to 
prevail, the intereſt of the community muſt upon 
moſt occaſions yield to the particular advantage of 


the few, contrary to a known fundamental maxim. 


If this argument was to prevail, there could be 
no uſeful improvement made in any town, Dublin 
has been advancing eaſtward with a quick progreſs 
for many years, and every ſtreet, nay every houſe 
which has been built in that direction, has lowered 


in a degree the value, and affected the property of 


the proprietors of the old town to the weſtward, 


theſe gentlemen therefore might with as much rea- 


ſon deſire, that no more houſes ſhould be built to 


the eaſtward as ſuch buildings leſſen the value of 
their properties. Ry | Z 


If a conſideration of this nature was concluſive 
we ſhould not now be contending about the ſite of 


the preſent Cuſtom-houfe, for we ſhould at this 


day find a building for that purpoſe erected on the 
Merchant's-quay above Ormond-bridge, where the Cuſ- 


tom-houſe was ſituated leſs than one hundred years 
ago, the removal of it to the preſent ſituation, was 


liable to every objection at that day, which can 
now be urged againſt the preſent removal, and if 


ſuch arguments had then prevailed, we ſhould now: 
have our Cuſtom-houſe on the Merchant's-quay; the 
ſmall trade of Dublin ſome centuries ago, might 


perhaps admit of that ſituation, but it would be a a 
ſtrange one at this day, while the trade of Dublin 


was ſuch as that the accommodation of fix or eight 


ſhips was ſufficient, then the preſent ſituation might 


have 


T0] | 

have anſwered, but now that a ſpace ſufficient for 
ſixty-five is at this inſtant wanting, and that we have 
a proſpect of an increaſing trade every day a better 
muſt be ſought for, and the ſame reaſons which 
brought the old Cuſtom-houſe to its preſent ſitua- 
tion, from the Merchant's-quay, without conſidering 
the ſmall injury which might be done to ſome indi- 
viduals property, muſt now * the new in- 
tended Cuſtom-houſe to a better ſituation than the 
preſent ſpot can afford. 


I have for argument ſake allowed that the pro- 
perties of individuals would be injured in a degree, 
by the meaſure in agitation, altho' I confeſs I am 
inclined to a contrary opinion, for I cannot con- 
ceive how the property of perſons lying near the 
preſent Cuſtom-houſe, can be affected, by the re- 
moval of that one object, while ſo many others 
remain in that neighbourhood, to draw inhabitants, 
and to cauſe a thoroughfare, which muſt prevent 
either the ſettled reſidents, or the fortuitous cuſtom- 
ers, from being leſſened in that part of the city. 


Eſſex-bridge muſt ever be the great paſs over 
the river Liffey in Dublin, it is central, near it. are 
ſituated the Caſtle the reſidence of government, the 
Four-courts the ſeat of juſtice, all the law offices of 
the ſeveral courts, the Tholſel, the Exchange, all 
the Banks, the Theatres, and all the great Markets, 
theſe circumſtances muſt neceſſarily make Eſſex- 
bridge the great paſs, and of courſe the houſes in 
its neighbourhood as much ſought after as they are 
now. 


It will be ſaid, that altho” this is true as to thoſe 
parts near . and the preſent Cuſtom- 
houſe, yet w 


at will become of the property of the 
D 


land- 


| 1 
landlords in the earl of Meath's Liberty, J anſwer, 
that it will remain, in my opinion, juſt as it is at 


preſent, the habitation of the ſeveral manufacturers 


of woollen and ſilken goods, for it is the induce- 
ment of certain local advantages, and particularly 
of water which brought them there originally, and 


thoſe advantages they cannot have elſewhere in 


Dublin, and therefore I conceive they will ſtay 
where they are, nor can I ſee any one poſſible con- 
ſequence, which can ariſe from a removal of the 
Cuſtom-houſe, which ſhould or could induce the 
working manufacturers to move from their preſent 
| ſituations, to any other part of Dublin. 


But I beg leave to aſk whether if the removal of 
the Cuſtom-houſe down the river ſhould affect the 


property of the landlords of the Liberty a little, ſo as 
to lower houſe' rent, it would be a very great mis- 
fortune to the publick at large. 


It has long been eſteemed a misfortune to our 
manufactures, and I have been taught to lament 
that the manufacturers reſident in the metropolis of 
the kingdom, where not only the neceſſaries of life 
but houſe-rent was ſo much higher, than they could 
be had for in the country, Ihave ſeen premiums re- 
peatedly offered by the Dublin Society for manu- 
factures, ſimilar to thoſe made in the liberty, which 


ſhould be fabricated at certain diſtances from Dublin, 
in order to induce the poor workmen to go to the 
country, where they could live cheaper than in 


town, but now I find that one great objection made 
againſt the removal of the Cuſtom-houſe is, leſt it 
might poſlibly tend to lower the rents of thoſe poor 
workmen, and ſuch is the ſtrange effrontery of 
ſome of the oppoſers of this meaſure, that they en- 


deavour to perſuade thoſe people to aſſiſt them in 


their 
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their modes of oppoſition, by offering to them 


as an inducement, an aſſurance that this meaſure will 
lower their preſent exhorbitant rents, but I truſt to 
the good ſenſe of the people, that they will ſee their 
own intereſts too clearly, to be led into ſuch an ab- 


ſurdity, altho' their pretended friends ſhould intro- 


duce a new bridge as a bugbear to work upon their 
5 that the price of all the neceſſaries 
of life will be raiſed to a moſt extravagant height 


* 


ſhould a new bridge be the conſequence of the re- 
moval of the Cuſtom-houſe. ES 


In the meaſute which is now before the publick, 
viz, whether the preſent or the new intended ſite be 


the moſt proper for a new Cuſtom-houſe, an ar- 


gument concerning the propriety or impropriety of 


| building a new bridge, to the eaſtward of Eſſex- 


bridge, certainly ought not to be introduced, that 
is a meaſure of great importance, and muſt always 
ſtand upon its own bottom, it has nothing to ſay to 


the preſent queſtion. 


It does not by any means follow, that becauſe 


the Cuſtom-houſe is removed down the river, that 


therefore a bridge muſt be built below Eſſex- bridge, 
if indeed a new Cuſtom-houſe was built on the ſite 
of ' the preſent, it would preclude the poſſibility of 


building a new bridge to the eaſtward of it, let the. 


neceſſity for ſuch a ſtructure in time to come be 
ever ſo manifeſt, unleſs it were a draw-bridge, 


which would leave the river as it is. 

A bridge over the Liffey cannot be built without 
a very conſiderable expence, and the money muſt 
be ſupplied for it, either by the city out of it's own 


funds, or by parliament out of the publick fund, 
it is not expected I believe that the city, who have 
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1 always oppoſed the idea of a new bridge, will erect 
Wi one out of it's own funds, if built therefore it muſt 
li be by parliament, and whenever that meaſure ſhall 
be agitated there, ample opportunity muſt be af- 
forded for oppoſing it, and ſhewing the inconveni- 
encies, if any there be, which would follow. 


But altho' a bridge does not neceſſarily follow the 
removal of the Cuſtom-houſe, yet as the oppoſers 
of this removal are determined to call it in, in aid 

of their oppoſition, that they may be able to draw 
ſome arguments from it, which they think may 
have weight with the people, I ſhall endeavour to 
follow them in thoſe arguments, and to ſhew, that 
if a bridge was built where they wiſh. to ſuppoſe. 
that it is intended, it would not be attended with 
the conſequences they pretend to foreſee. 
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The argument is, that if the Cuſtom-houſe was 
removed below the old ferry, that a new bridge 
would be built over the river facing Batchelor's-lane, 
which would be attended with ruinous conſequen- 


wh * That it would cut off that part of the river which 


is the ſafeſt lying for ſhips, and that there would not 
be room in that which would remain below this 
bridge, for the ſhipping which frequent the harbour 
of Dublin. HON 


If a bridge was built oppoſite to Batchelor's-lane, - 
the loſs of the river to ſhipping would be that 


part which lies between Batchelor's-lane and the pre- 
. ſent Cuſtom-houſe, 1 


1 ſhall 
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I ſhall therefore ſtate what that loſs would be, 
firſt from the evidence of Mr. Graydon, and then I 
ſhall ſtate facts from an actual ſurvey of the river. 


Mr. Graydon, in his firſt days examination ſaid, 
that if a bridge was built at the old ferry, that there 
would not be room for the e below it, and 


that ſpace would be wanting for- 14 ſhips. 


The next day after he had meaſured the ground 


by pacing it, he ſtationed the following number of 
ſhips | in the river. 


Lande francs. 
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At the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, | 33 
From Crampton-quay to Hunter“ s-lane 16 
From Hunter s-lane to Pleet- alley 35 


— — 


Total from Cuſtom- houſe to Fleet- ; 


alley which is oppoſite to Batche- 84 
 bor's-lane = f — i 
On the NORT-H-SID E, | 
From Swift's-row to Liffey-flreet 18 ; 
From Liffey-ſtreet to Lattin's-lane 18 
From Lattin's-lane to Batchelor's-lane 8 
Total from Cuſtom-houſe to Batche- } ; 
lor's-lane on the north-ſide, 4 
Total from Cuſtom-houſe to the ſup- g 
poſed new bridge on both ſides, ; RET 
He faid alſo the ſpace between the old 
Ferry and Batchelor's-lane would hold 
on the North-/ide the river 9 
And on the Sou⁰ fide £ IO 
| | Total 1 9 
Total from Cuſtom-houſe to the old 
Ferry on both ſides of the river ; mu 
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in this way was OT 
From which muſt be deducted what will lie be- 


TT 


Mr. Graydon in his firſt days examination ſtated 


that the river from the Cuſtom-houſe to the old 


Ferry would contain 150 ſhips, but he confeſſed 


that at the time that number were in the river, a 


man could walk acroſs it from ſhip to ſhip, and 
that there was no paſlage for any veſſel either up or 
down. 


The whole number which the river contained 
| | 150 
low the new bridge, which as above ſtated muſt 


be at leaſt 19 


There would then be cut off ſuch ſpace as 
would hold = Tl | FT 
Now according to Mr. Graydon's Evidence, 131 
ſhips would fo fill the ſpace above Batchelor's-lane, 
that no veſſel could move up or down, there muſt 
therefore be deducted ſome number, in order to 
obtain a paſſage for veſſels, for which purpoſe Mr. 
Graydon after he had meaſured the ſpace, allows but 
three ſhips, for in his ſecond days examination, he 
ſtationed 128 ſhips in this ſpace, which is impoſſi- 


ble by his own ſhewing. 


The length from the Cuſtom-houſe to the old 
ferry is 2234 feet, it would then take more than 
29 ſhips to reach along this ſpace, according to the 


Proportion before allowed for the ſhips that lie at 


the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, for if four ſhips take 300 
feet, 29. ſhips will take. 2234, now 3oo feet con- 
tains 4 ſhips and a gabbard a head of them, and 
therefore it would take more than 29 ſhips to. oc- 
cupy 2234 feet. : 

| | | 
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It is therefore clear, that if 131 ſhips would fs 
fill the ſpace above Batchelor's-lane, as that a man 
could walk over them, that there muſt be at leaſt 
29 of theſe ſhips removed, in order to obtain a 
| Paſſage of the breadth of one ſhip. 


It is alſo to be obſerved, that I have deducted 
only 19 ſhips from the 150 as lying at the time 
ſtated below Batchelor's-lane, although that is the 
number which Mr. Graydon ftations there at all 
times, leaving a paſſage for veſſels. 


I ſhall therefore make fo free with Mr. Graydon, 
as to cut off from the 128 veſſels he ſtations above 
Batchelor's-lane, 28, and ſhall for argument ſake 
allow, that 100 ſhips might poſſibly lie above his 
new bridge, and I ſhall then endeavour to ſhew, 
that = number of ſhips may be otherwiſe provi- 
ded for. 


One hundred ſhips being the number cut off by 
a bridge at Batchelor*s-lane, twelve of that number 
may be ſtationed at the ſpaces occupied by the 
ferries, which would become uſeleſs by the erection 
of a bridge, the docks at the Cuſtom-houſe I ſhall 
ſuppoſe will be made to contain 40, becauſe that 
is the ſmalleſt number which common fame has re- 
ported, and Mr. Graydon has confeſſed, that by 
turning the river Dodder behind the Sourh-wall, ſafe 
lying would be made for ſixty veſſels, here then are 
ſituations found immediately for 112 ſhips. 


The preat benefit which muſt ariſe to the trade, 

the ſhipping and the revenue of this port, from the 

making of wet docks to contain ſuch number of 
. ſhips, 


1! | nn 
ſhips, as together with thoſe which can diſcharge 


— OS 


could diſcharge at one time, the conſequence natu- 
rally was, that the river was crowded with ſhips, 
which could not get an opportunity to unlade, and 
more ſhips arriving each day than could be diſ- 
chatged, the whole river was at length fo filled; 
that no veſſel could get either up or down, but fo 
ſoon as there ſhall. be an opportunity afforded for 
50 or 60 ſhips to diſcharge at one time, it will be 
Iimpoſſible that there ſhould again be ſuch a crowd of 
ſhipping in the river. | 


It may be neceſſary here to ſay a yery few words 
upon the practicabiſity of theſe two ſchemes. 


There is ground ſufficient to make docks for any 
number 6f ſhips, that may at any time frequent 
this port, and nature ſeems to have pointed out the 
ground on both ſides the river, peculiarly for that 


purpoſe; there is no place where docks could be 


Rare at les exper, rhe ground 1 
tway, is not more Per ſufficient to fill, up behind 
the walls, which muft be built, and the depth at the 
1ere will always be ſufficient water to 
| 1 carry 


ifitended new quay being 19 feet at ſpring, and 16 
t 


at neap tides, 
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carry in and out any veſſel, which can come up 


between the walls. 


As to the ſcheme of turning the river Dodder be- 
hind the South- wall, it has been matter of aſtoniſh- 
ment to every perſon, who has thought upon the 
ſubject, that it has not been long ſince done by the 
city, they have only to ſhut up effectually the arch 
of Ring ſend-bridge, and the work is performed, a 
work which would be attended with the moſt ſalu- 
tary conſequences, as thereby would be immediately 
procured a baſon, amply ſufficient to contain above 
80 ſhips, which could be converted at any time 


into a wet dock, and which would have this very 


great advantage, that they could by proper ſluices 
let the river Dodder run through it, ſo as always to 
keep it clean; this ſcheme would beſides remove 
for ever, that grand obſtruction to the navigation of 
the river, the bar of Dodder, which is formed by 
the river Dodder running out at right angles to the 
liffey and the tide, and bringing with it a great 
quantity of ſand and gravel, which being ſtopped 
by the force of the tide, and lodged juſt at the en- 
trance of the river Liffey forms a bar, now if the 


ſtream of the Dodder was turned behind the South- 


wall, all the ſand and gravel, now collected at the 
mouth of the liffey, would then be carried behind 
the Sourh-wall, and mixing itſelf with the mud 
which now lies there, would in time form a tract of 
firm and moſt valuable land, and the bar of Dodder 
being once dredged away, would never again re- 


turn; but it is very ſtrange to ſay, that one of the ma- 


nifeſt advantages ariſing from this work, ſhould have 
been the means of preventing its having being done, 
for a diſpute ariſing between the city of Dublin, and 
the nobleman who then owned the adjacent lands, 
to whom the property of this ground, ſo to be 

| LP created 
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created hereafter, ſhould belong, and they both ad- 
hering obſtinately to their claim, the work has ne- 
ver been attempted, and the publick have been the 
ſufferers. | 1 5 5 


1 ſhall now ſtate facts from an actual ſurvey of 


the river. 


3 Feet. 
Breadth of the river at Eſſex- bridge, — 240 
Length to the ferry- boat flip, , 2234 
Breadth of the river at ditto, 162 

Length from the ferry to the weſt point of 8 
the North-wall, 504 

Length from the weſt point of the Norti- Þ} 6 Fr 
wall to the eaſt point, 9153 


Theſe two laſt being added together make 66 57 


Length from the ferry to the old glaſs- 
houſe, at which place, according to Mr. 6 
Fats evidence, lies the moſt eaſterly ( 7 17 
up, „„ 
Length from the ſaid glaſs-houſe to the eaſt 
point of the North-wall, | 4340 
Now if from Efſex-bridge to the ferry con- 
tains 0 2234 
And from the ferry to the glaſs-houſe, where ? 615 
the moſt eaſterly ſhip lies, C TJ 
Then the whole ſpace from Eſea- bridge to 8 
the glaſs-houſe contains 3551 


If then 3851 feet now holds all the ſhips which 
come into the port of Dublin, 6657 feet the diſtance 
from the ferry to the eaſt end of the North-wall, 
will hold at leaſt as many, and more eſpecially as 
the river widens as it goes down, and to this muſt 
be added the room gained by the removal of the 
ferries, the new docks at the Cuſtom-houſe-qua y, 

E 2 . 


TH 
and the baſon of Ring ſend, and then let any man 
{xy if there would not be ſufficient room in the river 


for the ſh. pping, altho' a brid e was to be by ilt op⸗ 
polite to Baickelar "s-lane. VR wk "i 


If any doubt could remain on this head, it is to 
be five that "Mr. Graydm and the other wit- 
neſſes all allow, that the whole way down the quays 
from My/s-flreet to Ringſend, the bed of the 0 
by the wall is mud, which they allow coll cok 
removed, and that it would afford lent —— 
for ſhips, beſides that docks Ko number might 
be made all the way down, or cuts made into the 
ground and only walled, which would be cheaper, 
and would contain ten times the number. of ſhips, 
that ever will come to the port of Dublig. 


It is urged, that there is an angle below the 
ing-bank, Which protects all veſſels which lie go” 
it, and that below this angle, no ſhip can lie i in lafe- 
ty, there is ſuch a Joggle 1 in the river. 


If there was any weight in this aſſertion, which 
was firſt diſcovered when the removal of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe was in agitation, .it would be entirely, re- 
moved by the argumients I have before. made uſe of, 
for I have ſhewn that the ſpace now occupied by 
the ferries, with the new. intended dock, and the. 
baſon of Ringſend, would be more than ſufficient to 
give room for the ſhips cut off by a new bridge, if 
there were ever to be in future, as many veſſels de- 
layed in the river as heretofore, which I have ſhewn 
could not be the caſe. | 


If what ! have ſaid does not catsfy the oppoſers 
of the new Cuſtom-houſe, and convince them that 


there would be ſufficient room for | the ſhipping, = 5 


E 1p 1 


is herein ſtated, if they will allow me to aſſiſt in 
planning their new bridge, I will by caufing either 
one or two of the arches to draw up, take away 
the whole of their objection, and leave the ſame 
lying for ſhips in the river, as there is at this day. 


The next argument made uſe of is, that this new 


: bridge would, by cutting off ſo much of the river 


1 freight and inſurance. 


Every thing which has been ſaid are arguments to 


ſhew, that the neceſſary conſequence of a removal 


of the Cuſtom-houſe ta the intended ſituation muſt 
be, that by affording a much ſafer and much more 


expeditious lying — diſcharge for all veſſels, both 


freight and inſurance muſt be lowered hereafter. 


The next argument, and that upon which 8 
reliance is had, is that the removal of the Cu 
houſe, and the building of a new bridge, which 


muſt be, as is alleged, the neceſſary conſequence 


of it, will increaſe the price of all commodities im- 


| ported and exported, and by driving the proviſion 

| veſſels lower down the river, will bring the neceſſa- 
ries, of life at a moſt exorbitant rate to the poor, by 
the increaſed price of carriage. 


This argument amounts to an FIR that the 
removal of the Cuſtom-houſe ſo low down the river, 


would increaſe the price of all goods, by raiſing the 
rate of carriage. 


This expence muſt be l to fal either upon 
our exports, or our imports. 


Our exports conſiſt of . beef, butter, tall 
low and ages, © every one of which is at this day 


ſhipped 


„„ 
ſhipped out from the lower quays, as appears from 
the evidence given before the committee by Mr. 
Graydon, page 6, Mr. Marſden, page 11, and Mr. 
Abraham Milhinſon, page 14; if then our exports 
are already ſhipped from the lower quays, how is 
the removal of the Cuſtom-houſe down the river, 
to affect them in any ſhape, for when it is removed, 
the exports will be ſhipped juſt where they are et 
this day. V | 


It appears from the evidence of Mr. Sackville 
Hamilton, that the merchants of Dublin had often 
applied to the board of revenue, not only for leave 
to unload, but alſo to load their veſſels at the Bat- 
chelor*s-walk, and even on the North-wall. This 
ſhews how eagerly every argument is caught at, to 
prevent the removal of the Cuſtom-houſe, when 


that which has been repeatedly requeſted as a favor, 


is now complained of as a hardſhip. 


Our imports may be properly divided into two 
ſorts, the luxuries and the neceſſaries of life, the one 
appertains to the rich, the other to the poor. 


As to the luxuries of life, it is true, that they all 
now are, and muſt always be landed upon the 
Cuſtom-houſe-quay, and the lower that quay is, the 
further the importers who live to the weſtward will 
have to carry them, but J cannot allow the deduc- - 
tion drawn from theſe premiſes in the extent which 
is deſired, viz. that the price of all goods will be 
materially raiſed, by the great additional price of 
carriage, for the price of the carriage of the luxu- 
ries of life, bears ſo very ſmall a proportion to the 
value of the commodities themſelves, that it cannot 
be argued that the addition, if there will be any, 
ZP _- ©: RX. SN 
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For inſtance, it appears from the evidence of Mr. 


Dempſey, that the carriage of dry goods to any part 


of Dublin, is but 15. 4d. a ton, and that the diffe- 


rence of the carriage of an hogſhead of wine to any 


part of the town, compared with any other, is but 


two pence, and that the price he paid, from the 
| preſent Cuſtom-houſe to George's-quay, was for two 
| hogſheads or one pipe of wine ſix pence. 


Mr. Mar ſden ſays in his evidence, that the price 


of carriage for a puncheon from the Cuſtom-houſe 
to Fiſher's-lane, was but 8d. and a hogſhead of ſu- 


gar either 8d. or 10d. 


8 * | | | | 

Mr. Hamilton mentions, that the heavy goods diſ- 
charged at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay are wines, - ſpirits, 
ſugars and tobacco, that the carriage of a- hogſhead 


of wine, the average value of which may be twenty 


guineas, is but 5d. a hogſhead of tobacco value 251, 


but 5d. ſo that if the additional expence of carriage 


were doubled, it would bear ſo ſmall a proportion 
to the ſelling price of the commodity, that it never 


could affect it. 


It appears by a liſt of the wholeſale merchants of 
Dublin, returned by the proper officer, and annexed. 
to the report of the committee, that their number 
amounted at that time to 479, that of this number. 
209 lived to the weſtward, and 270 to the eaſt- 


ward of Efſex-bridge ; now the removal of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe to the new ſituation, will not increaſe the 
price of carriage to ſuch merchants as live to the 
eaſtward, and therefore the increaſed price will not 
be univerſal. 


Of thoſe merchants who live to the weſtward, there 


are not ſix that I can find, who live near the pre- 
| | ſent 
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ſent Cuſtom-houſe, if then the intereſt of the mer 
ehãnt is inſeparably annexed to 4 vicinity to the 
Cuſtom-houſe; how comes it, that riotis 6f thoſe 
who live to the weſtward, and who ate the people 
that now complain, live near it, they all ihhdbit the 
Liberty, Ufter's Si,], Ufter's-1land, atid that part of 
the — ort bot des the river; and Mr. MWilkisſon 
in his evidence, has acknowledged that he lives in . 
Park-ftreet in the Liberty, that many of the whole- 
fale merchants live near him, altho' at a diſtance 
from the Cufton-houfe, that he finds his fituation 
2 good ons for buſineſs; being near the manufactur- 
ers, and in the way of country cuſtomers; which 
were advantages he preferred to a vicmity to the 
Cuſtom-houſe, and this ſhews that it is neither a 
conſideration of the price of carriage, or of the dit- 
tance of the Cuſtom-houſe; which determines the 
merchant to chooſe an habitation, but certam circum- 
ſtances peculiar to the buſineſs he goes into, thofe 
whoſe advantage it is to live near the manufacturers 
wilt inhabit the Liberty, brewers and diſtiflers will 
live where they can command water, thoſe who deal 
with the country, with Leinfeer and Munſter, will hve 
in the Liberty, James and Thomas-ftreet; thofe who 
deal with the North, will live about the Linen-hall, 
P:Il-lane, and that part of the town, ſo that the idea 
that the removal 6f the Cuftsm-houſe, will either 
raiſe the price of goods in any degree which can af- 
fect them, or that it will depopulate the weſtern 
parts of the town, is ill grounded and falſe, and is 
only raiſed by ſelf-intereſted and: miſtaken me, to 
anſwer their on purpoſes. 


I come now to the neceſſaries of life; ind it 
ſaid, will be ſo much raiſed upon the poor of this 
Liberty, by the great additional price of carriage. 


The 


fa) 


The neceſſaries of life I take to be corn, pota- 
toes, ſalt and coals. | | 


The corn which is conſumed by the inhabitants 


of Dublin, 1s brought thither either by land-carriage 
or by ſea, that which is brought by the former 
mode, is carried to the great corn-market in Thomas- 
ſrireet, and is there ſold, that which comes by ſea, 
is landed either at George's or at Aſton's-quay, there 
are bounties paid upon the carriage of both corn 
and flour, whether brought by land or by ſea, equal 
to the expence of bringing them up ; now, without 
going into a minute inveſtigation of what particu- 
lar ſpecies of grain comes up by ſea, (altho' I ap- 
prehend it would be found to be that which is not 
eaten by the poor,) I ſhall ſtate that it appears by 
the beſt account I have been able to obtain, that the 
quantity of corn which comes by ſea, is about -, 
or A of the quantity which comes by land-carriage. 


Theſe being facts, I defire to know how are the 
Poor in the Liberty, and in the other weſtern parts of 


the city, to be injured in this neceſſary article of corn, 


by a removal of the Cuſtom-houſe. 


Eleven-twelfths, or twelve-thirteenths of the corn 
which comes to Dublin, and all the flour brought to 
market, and fold in the weſtern extremity of the 
town, near to the Liberty, and the legiſlature has 
provided, that the carriage of it to the market ſhall 
be paid, in order that the manufacturer and the la- 
bourer may eat his bread as cheap in Dublin, as if 
bought on the ſpot where the corn grew; what buſi- 
neſs then has the weſtern inhabitant to go down to 
George's-quay, the eaſtern extremity of the town, 
to buy his corn, when he can get it at his own door, 
unleſs it be for the pleaſure of grumbling at the ex- 
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pence of carrying it from thence to his own houſe, 
he cannot pretend that he can buy it cheaper below, 
for the only reaſon why corn brought by ſea, 
ſhould be cheaper than that brought by land is, 
that ſea-carriage is much lower than land- carriage; 
but in this caſe, the publick pay for carriage both 
ways, and therefore there is no advantage in that 
point. I cannot therefore conceive any poſſible rea- 
ſon why the manufacturer in the Liberty, or any 
other inhabitant of the weſtern part of Dublin, ſhould 
go down to the eaſtern part, to purchaſe the corn 
brought there by ſea, and thereby to force the poor 
inhabitants who live near thoſe quays, to go to Tho 
1mas-fireet to buy their bread, when each may be ſup- 
plied at their own doors, and if they can be ſupplied 
at their own doors, I cannot ſee how the removal of 
the Cuſtom-houſe, or the building of a new bridge 
can add to the price of the carriage, or in any wiſe 
affect this article of the neceſſaries of life, to an in- 

habitant of the weſtern part of the town. 


But if there were not inhabitants ſufficient at the 
eaſtern part of the town, to conſume + of the corn 
brought to Dublin, and that a part of that now brought 
by ſea, was conſumed in the weſt, the removal of 
the Cuſtom-houſe, altho' it was followed by a bridge, 


would not raiſe the price of this corn higher than it is 


at preſent. 


Every witneſs, who was examined to the point, 
declared that corn was now landed at George's and at 
Afton's-quays, and what would prevent its being ſtil 
landed there, if there was a bridge; nay if accor- 
ding to the ſpeculations of ſome gentlemen, the 
corn ſhips were neceſſarily driven down to the ſluice 
near Ringſend to diſcharge, Mr. Thwares has declar- 
ed on his examination, that the additional expence 
of carriage would be to him, who lives at GRe 
| ” | bridge, 
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Bridge, in the extreme ſouth-weſt end of the Liberty, 
but one penny for a barrel of barley or malt. 


If it were neceſſary, it could be argued with great 
truth, that a new bridge inſtead of driving the pro- 
viſion ſhips down to the ſluice, would force them up 
the river, into the very heart of the town, for nothing 
hinders them from going there now, but either that 
they find cuſtomers below, or that the ſpace above 
is ſo occupied by trading veſlels, that they cannot 
find room, but if the Cuſtom-houſe was removed 
down, and a bridge built, thoſe veſſels having ſpace 


above, would lie at the Batchelor*s-walk, at Crampton- 
quay, and at the preſent Cuſtom-houſe, if the new 
bridge was a draw-bridge, there could be no difficulty. 
for both the coal and proviſion ſhips to go up, and. 
lie above it, if it were a ſtone bridge, then the pro- 


viſion ſhips have only to follow the example of the 
London veſſels for the ſame purpoſe, and of the Car- 


lingford oyſter-boats, and have their maſts made to 


ſtrike, and they may go up wherever there is wa- 
ter for them, that boats of that conſtruction are 
fit for the voyage, is very certain, for the proviſions 
which come here by ſea, come from Werford and 
Dungarvan, and the voyage from thoſe places is as 
ſafe, and as eaſy, as from Carlingford, but boats 
upon this conſtruction ſtand the great weſtern ocean, 
it is in ſuch boats, that the Frer::h carry on their 
great Mackarel fiſhery, on the ſouth weſtern coaſt 


of this kingdom, where 300 of them may be ſeen 


to fiſh at one time. 


In like manner, potatoes are brought either by 


land, or by Sea to Dublin, thoſe, which come by 


land, are carried and expoſed to ſale, in the potatoe 
market in Francis-ftreet, at the very doors of the 
inhabitants of the liberty, thoſe brought by ſea, 
F 2 | are 
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are ſold at George's and Affon-quay, in like manner, 
as in Corn, the people who reſide in the weſtern 
part of the city, have the great market in Francis- 
rect to purchaſe at, and thoſe who inhabit the eaſt- 
ern part buy at the quay. _ 


Thoſe potatoe boats would alſo follow the exam- 
ple of the other proviſion veſſels, and go up above 
the Cuſtom-houſe, and diſcharge at the Batchelor's- 
walk, Sc. as is before ſtated; and here I muſt call 

upon the oppoſers of the removal of the Cuſtom- 
houſe, to recolle& that the poor Inhabitants of the 
eaſtern end of this city, are their fellow creatures 
and brother citizens as well as thoſe in the weſtern, 
and that humanity obliges them to allow them to 
eat, and to permit them to earn as much money, 
as will purchaſe raiment, the cry is everlaſting that 
the poor of the liberty are ſtarving, that all the 
proviſions which come to Dublin, muſt be brought 
up to them at the cheapeſt rate, but are not the 
poor to the eaſtward to be taken ſome little care 
of alſo, is it becauſe there are no poor in the eaſtern 
part of the town, that we do not hear of their diſ- 
treſs, or is it becauſe, altho' oppreſſed and miſera- 
ble as they are, without employment, without food, 
without raiment they peaceably demean themſelves, 
and ſuffer the moſt extreme poverty, without either 
clamour or riot; have there been no workmen but 
Weavers, without employment for ſome years paſt? 
what is become of the whole tribe, whoſe employ- 
ments depended upon the proſperity of the building 
trade, all ſtarving in the eaſtern parts of the town, 
what is the condition, at this day, of the poor of 
the eaſt, on the north fide the river, they are obli- 
ged, whenever they want to purchaſe either of the 
neceſſaries before mentioned, to go to the ſouth ſide 
the river, or to the extreme weſtern part of the 
town. 
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town, and either to loſe their time, wear out their 
ſhoes and ſtockings, if they have any, or to croſs 
the ferry twice, and pay a penny in addition, for 
neceſſaries, upon which they have not probably 
twelve pence to lay out, is not their condition to 
be pitied? is it not, and ought it not to be reme- 
died? when the proviſion veſſels ſhall diſcharge at 
the northern ſide the river, then they will be put 
upon an equality with the other P of the city. 


1 tt add one 1 more, which is, that 


the poor of the weſtern part of the town, are likely 


to have a new mode of ſupply opened to them, by 
means of the canal, which will bring to them corn, 
potatoes and firing, an advantage that the people 


of the other end of the town cannot enjoy. 


The next article is Salt, this article alſo is landed 
upon George's and Aſton's-quay, and would be ſo, 
if the Cuſtom-houſe was built below. | | 


I ſhall not dwell long upon this article, that, 


which is uſed by the poor is manufactured for the 


moſt part at home, and cannot be affected by the 
meaſure under conſideration, neither could the car- 


; riage of ſuch a quantity as 1s uſed by a poor man, 


make any difference, a man may uſe perhaps an 
hundred weight of alt in a year, this is purchaſed 
at various times, and brought home, not in a wag- 


gon, but by one of the family, this article therefore 


would not be affected. 


Coals therefore are the only article now remain- 
ing. 


| If the Cuſtom-houſe be removed, and that a 


bridges does not follow, the coal ſhips will diſcharge 


juſt 
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juſt where they do at this day, and no difference 
can be made, if a bridge ſhould follow the remo- 
val of the Cuſtom-houſe, and if that bridge be a 
draw-bridge, no alteration will be made in the lying 
of coal ſhips, but even if this ſhould not be the 
caſe, and that a ſtone bridge ſhould prevent the 
poſſibility of ſhips getting up, I ſay, it would not 
have any effect upon the price of coals, or raiſe the 
carriage of them to the manufacturers in the weſtern 
Part of the town. 


It is a fact as notorious as the name of the Chal- 
quay, that the inhabitants of the weſtern part of the 
town, now purchaſe their coals principally there 
out of the gabbards, and on the ſeveral quays, 
higher up the river, nay that the gabbards carry 
coals up to the Barracks, the Royal Hoſpital, Step- 
hens's Hoſpital, and as high up the river as they 
have water, and ſell them at the ſame price, that 
they are ſold for at the Batchelor's-quay, for the 
truth of this aſſertion, I appeal to the breaſts of 
perſons, who purchaſe their coals at the Coal-quay, 
who certainly are the poor of the upper part of 
the town, now. if a bridge ſhould prevent the ſhips | 
from getting up, the town would be ſupplied by 
gabbards, and at the ſame price it now is by 
ſhips; many circumſtances concur, to enable the 
gabbard-man to ſell his coals even more reaſonable 
than the maſter of the coal ſhip who comes up to 
the quay. | 


The 8 of the ſhip can afford to ſell to him, 
cheaper than by retail, he unloads in the bay at 
one tide, and fails again with the firſt fair wind, 
whereas was he obliged to come up to the quay, 
he would have much delay in getting there, much 
in diſpoſing of his cargo, and if he was not lucky, 
he would probably be neaped, and delayed one 


Way 


1 
way or other for three weeks, or a month, during 
which time, he might have made two or three 
voyages, this alone would be a ſufficient reaſon to 
induce him to ſell a ſhilling a ton cheaper to a 
gabbard, beſides, a ſhip which comes up to the 
quay, is obliged to employ a factor, to whom 
they pay ſix-pence halfpenny a ton, then they 
have ſeveral expences, when they come up, to which 
they are not ſubject, when they diſcharge below, 
all which circumſtances enable them to ſell fo much 
cheaper to the gabbards, that they again can af- 
ford, and now do ſell, at the very ſame price out 
of the gabbards above the bridges, that they do 
out of the ſhips at the Barchelor's-walk. 


There is but one argument more, that I have 
ever heard urged againſt the removal of the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe, and that is, that the noble building the 
Royal Exchange, will be rendered uſeleſs thereby, 
this argument does not deſerve a ſerious anſwer, 
why did the Merchants contrary to common ſenſe, 
and contrary to the moſt convincing arguments, 
and earneſt entreaties, ere& the building where 
they did, this could be eafily explained, if it was 
worth explaining, all that I ſhall anſwer to this ar- 
gument, is, the Exchange of London, the Exchange 

of Liverpoole, the Exchange of Briſtol, are at greater 
diſtances from the Cuſtom-houſes of theſe reſpective 
Cities, than that of Dublin will be from the new 
Cuſtom-houſe. | 


Having ſtated the conveniencies and inconveni- 
encies of the new and the old ſituations, and endea- 
voured to anſwer ſuch arguments as I have heard 
againſt the removal of the Cuſtom-houſe, I leave 
the whole before the Publick, certain that they will 
draw an impartial Concluſion. | 
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The following Letter which appeared in the 
HIBERNIAN JOURNAL of 
the 6th of Auguſt 1781, is here added by 
way of | 


APP EN AI 


T HE removal of the Cuſtom-houſe down the 
river, which is now repreſented as a meaſure de- 
ſtructive of Trade, was, in a former period, the 
great object and wiſh of all the traders of this 
city; and I remember, that during the time that 
the late Lord Cheſterfield was Lord Lieutenant of 

this kingdom, all the principal merchants and trad- 
ers of Dublin ſigned an humble petition to govern- 
ment, which may be found in the Council office, 
and in Books of the Cuſtom-houſe for that time, 
in the following words : 


24th November, 1146. 
The Lords Juſtices and Council referred to the Com- 
miſſioners of the Revenue, | 


A PETITION of the Merchants of the 
City of Dublin, ſetting forth ©< That the Cuſtom- 
houſe-quay was appointed by the Lord Lieutenant 
and Council's proclamation, dated the 19th Sep- 
tember, 1662, the only Wharf or Quay for load- 
ing and unloading goods in Dublin; That as the 
trade is ſince much increaſed, it is impaſſible to diſcharge 

at the Cuftom-huuſe-quay one-third part of the goods 
that are frequently wanted to be diſcharged the ſame 
day. | | 4 
„That the Board have rented a quay at the 
lower end of the Batchelor's-walk for the an 


+ ] 


of Iron, and have appointed a Surveyor and offi- 
cers on Aſton's-quay, for the diſcharge of Corn, 
and will now no longer ſuffer the diſcharge of Tim- 
ber, Logs, Coals, Boards or Tiles, on the Cuſtom- 
houſe-quay. 


„ That permiſſion for ſipping on the Batchelor's= 
walk and Aſton's-quay, of Beef, Butter, Herrings, Hides, 
and moſt other goods for export, has been uſually grant- 
ed on application to the Board, but that of late the 
Commiſſioners (under. pretext of their indulgence 
having been abuſed in one or two trifling inſtances) 
have made a reſolution to grant no more any ſuch 
permiſſion. 


“That the Petitioners are far from deſiring any 
thing that would tend to leſſen his Majeſty's reve- 
nue, or injure the fair trader, and appeal to the 
Board whether they have any cauſe to ſuſpect any of 
the ſubſcribers of any mal- practices or any unwar- 
rantable attempt ; but the Petitioners conceive that 
goods may at preſent be unwarrantably put on 
board ſhips at theBatchelor's-walk with much greater 
facility, than when a permiſſion was granted to ſhip 
goods there, and that there were in conſequence offi- 
cers daily walking to ſee what was doing. 


% That ſeveral of the Petitioners have taken Houſes 
at great rents, and made large improvements at the Bat- 
chelor's-quay, in expeftation of the permiſſion of ſhipping 
their export goods there, as was permitted to us for 


ſome time paſt, but was refuſed on account of ſome 
abuſes. | 


* That the Petitioners are often delayed in their Bu- 
fineſs by the Cuſtom-houſe-quay being thronged with 
goods, and their Caſks of Beef, Pork, and other 
goods, that are preſerved by pickle, are often da- 

| FT maged 
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maged by that means; beſides the great expence 
of Gabbardage, Carriage, &c. in ſending them from 
their Ware-houſes at the Batchelor's-quay to be ſhip-. 


"a 


« That in conſequence of the new regulations 
the Cuſtom-houſe-quay is ſo thronged that ſome of 
the Petitianers cannot diſcharge the goods which lie at 
the quay, that ſome laden Gabbards have lain above 
fourteen or fifteen days in the middle of the river, to 
the great hazard of the goods and veſſels, that ſeveral 
yery fatal accidents have happened from the like 
circumſtances, many of the Gabbards and Men having 
been loft, and many ſhips damaged from the want of 
room at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay for the veſſels to moor 
properly, and that many have ſuffered very conſider- 
| ably in their fortunes, by the delay which ſuch. hur- 

ry has cauſed in the ſhipping or unloading of their 
goods, and therefore praying leave to ſhip goods 
at the Batchelor's-walk and Aſton's-quay, and that 
they will diſcover any frauds that may come to their 
knowledge, and that the Board may refuſe ſuch in- 
dulgence to any perſon that ſhall be ſound to abuſe 
ie. 5 ; | | 


From this Petition it appears what was the opi- 
nion of the merchants and traders of Dublin at that 
time, and ſhews that what was then ſought for ea- 
gerly as a favour, is now complained of as an intole- 
rable grievance, viz, the ſhipping out of our exports 


* 


from the lower quays. 


It appears that the argument of that day was, 
that the merchants had built their dwellings and 
warehouſes on the Batchelor's-quay, and that they 
would be injured in their properties if they were 
deprived from the ſhipping their goods below, where 

| their 
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their warchouſes were; and that the ſhipping them 
higher up was attended with great expence in gab- 
bardage and carriage from their warehouſes below : 
The indulgence was then granted to them, and 
they have ever ſince ſhipped their goods between 
Batchelor's-lane and the old Glaſs-houſe, and. there- 
fore it ſhould ſeem very ſtrange if the merchants 
had removed their ware-houſes to the weſtward ; 
and yet one of the grievances now complained of 
is, that the merchants will be obliged, by- the re- 
moval of the Cuſtom-houſe, to ſhip their goods 
where they have been at their own deſire ſhipping 
them for near thirty-five years. 


It ſeems alſo that it was then complained of, that 
the Cuſtom-houſe-quay was infinitely too ſmall for 
the trade of Dublin as it ſtood at that day, it is 
now we find perfectly adequate to that of this day. 
The revenue of the port of Dublin was, on an ave- 
rage of ſeven years, ending Lady-day 1747, 
162,997/. yearly; on the ſame average to Lady- 
day 1780, it was 321.,932/. yearly, and yet the 
accommodation which was too ſcanty for the former 
confined ſtate of our trade, is fully ſufficient for 
the preſent doubled ſtate of it, nay for the future 
Nate of it alſo, let the advantages of a free trade be 

what they may. | | 


It ſeems that in thoſe days, goods went up in 
gabbards, and were often delayed fourteen or fif- 
teen days in the middle of the river, to the great 
hazard of the goods and veſſels, and that many 
fatal accidents had happehed, many gabbards and 
men were loſt; many ſhips damaged for want of 
room at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, for veſſels to moor 
properly at. The merchants ſuffered in their fortunes 

| by 
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by delay, which ſuch hurry had cauſed in loading 
and unloading their ſhips, and therefore they pray- 
ed government to oblige the Commiſſioners to ſuffer 
them to make uſe of the lower quays, Aſton's- 
quay and the Batchelor's-walk ; but now that the 
trade of Dublin is doubled, the wiſe merchants of 
this Day petition his Majeſty to deprive them of 
the opportunity of ſpeedy diſcharge and ſhipping of 
their goods, alleging that there is room enough at 
the preſent Cuſtom-houſe-quay, and that all ſhips 
that can get over the bar can get up to it, and that 
it is the ſafeſt part of the river. | 


But however this may be aſſerted by a few gen- 
tlemen, who take upon themſelves to ſpeak in the 
name of the whole body of merchants, yet I can 
from memory and notes which I took at the Cuſ- 
 tom-houſe aſſert, that in the laſt eight or ten years, 
ſome hundred of inſtances have occurred, where 
many of thoſe gentlemen found to their coſt, that 
theſe aſſertions are ill founded, and to convince 
the public of the truth of what I here ſay, I ſhall 
ſend you for the preſent a few of their opinions, 
given under their hands, when neceſſity obliged 
them to ſtate the facts, and ſhall favour the public 
- with ſome hundreds of Petitions to the Board of 
revenue in corroboration of theſe facts; that no 
ſhip of large burden or ſharp built, can come up 
to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, and that thoſe which do 
get up there by the ſmallneſs of their draft of wa- 
ter, are frequently ſtrained at the quay, and are 
often damaged, both ſhips and cargoes, in getting 
up; and that the merchants do conſtantly ſtate, that 
the moſt convenient and beſt lying for ſhips is, 
where the new Cuſtom-houſe is to be built upon the 

North-wall. | Ti 

4 Lit 
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A Lift f 7 efſels that were allowed 70 had or diſ- 
charge at the out Quays, or to put part of their Car- 

goes into Lighters to be diſcharged at the Cuſtom- 

 houſe-quay , the Ships being too large, or too ſharp 
Built to come up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay; as alſo, 
of the Ships allowed to tranſhip their Cargoes, they 
being damaged in the River, with the Names of 
the Merchants petitioning © 


\ 


NUMBER I. 


Petition of Chriſtopher Ruby, Maſter of the 
Anne; that he is arrived with a Cargo of Brandy; 
begs leave to put part of his Cargo into Lighters, 
under the care of proper officers, to lighten the Veſ- 
ſel, as there is not Water for her to the Cuſtom-houſe-. 
A and if ſhe lies on the ground there, he is appre- 

nf ve of Anf. 


II. 

Petition of Frood and Cowan, Merchants, Peti- 
tioners are exporting 300 Barrels of Beef for St. 
Kitt's, and St. Euſtatia ; that the Veſſel is ſo ſharp 
Built that ſhe cannot come up to the uſual place of fhip- 


ping goods, and therefore requeſting to ſhip ſaid Proviſi- 
ons at the North-wall under proper officers. 5 


III. 
| Memorial of Arthur and William Bryan, Mer- 
chants. Are Owners of the ſhip Duke of Leinſter, 
bound to Jamaica, being of large Burden and very 
Harp, requeſt permiſſion to load ſaid Veſſel at the 
Northi-wall, as it would be attended with great hazard 
to both ſhip and "_ to come up higher. 


| Petition 


3 

Petition of Samuel Giffard, Maſter of the Friends. 
Is arrived with a Cargo of Brandy, Wine, &c. his 
Veſſel is fo ſharp that ſhe cannot take her ground 


or come up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay ; and praying 


leave to ſend up in Lighters under care of proper 
officers, 1 . 


Petition of Peter Walinch, Maſter of the Eliza- 
beth of and for Oſtend. Is laden with Geneva, lies 
in the river in a dangerous way, and cannot get up to 
the Cuftom-houſe-quay, under very great hazard to his 
veſſel ;, therefore prays to unſhip into a Lighter un- 
der care of proper officers. 


; ” 
Arthur and William Bryan permitted to land Flax- 
ſeed at Sir John's-quay, 


I. 
Thomas Dawſey permitted to diſcharge into Light- 
ers, the Cargo of the Ship Friendſhip. | 


VIII. 1 33 
Robert Foſter permitted to lighten the Ship Robert 
under the Care of proper Officers. 


IX. 
James Anderſon permitted to load a Cargo of 
Beef, Flour and Pork on board the Ship Fanny, 
ſhe drawing a great deal of Water. 

| X. 

Archibald Graham, Maſter of the Fanny, per- 
mitted to ſend Rum to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay in 
Lighters from on board the ſaid Veſſel. | 

| | Patrick 


| 80:1 


| - To 
Patrick * permitted to land 100 Hogſheads 
of Flax - ſeed at the Batchelor 's-walk, under Care of 
3 Officers. 


| XII. | 
Alexander Jaffray ſame n. at Aſton's- 


quay. 


XIII. 
John Birkett Maſter of the Albion, his Requeſt 
— to lighten ſaid Veſſel, by putting ſome Pun- 
gin of Rum into Gabbards under PRIDE: Offi- 
cers. 


1 
Henry Totty Maſter of the ——, from Cheſter, 
Leave. given him to land out of a Lighter 17 Parcels 
at the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, his "url not being 
able to come up. 


ä 
Jol and Robert Clibborn's Requeſt axanted, 
to lighten a Ship which came from Rotterdam, and 
has run ound. a 


XVI. | 
J. and H. Hamilton, and Daly and Hickey's 
Requeſt granted, to bring up in a Boat from a Veſ- 
ſel below, certain Caſks of Muſtard. 


XVII. 
Joſeph Mathewſon, Maſter of the Lovely Py: 
his Requeſt granted to lighten ſaid Veſſel, by ſend- 
ing up ſome Puncheons of Brandy in a Lighter to 
the Cuſtom-houſe- quay, under Care of . Offi- 


cers. 
| John 
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XVIII. | 
John Engliſh, Owner of the Francis, 4 
Leave to unload part of his Cargo into Lighters, 
to he brought up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay, as the 
Veſſel was ſtraining under the weight of her Cargo, 
and unable to Ser up to the e 


T2 - 
Anda Lynch granted Leave to land a Cargo 
M Flax-feed on the Batchelor' s-walk. 


| —_ -. 
Benjamin Rickman granted Leave to land a car- 
go of Flaxſeed, (361 Hogſheads,) at George s-quay. 5 


XXI. 
Ditto, Ditto. 


XXII. 
John Stewart, permitted to land on Aſton $-quay 
200 Hogſheads of Porter. 


XXIII. 
Edward Byrne permitted to put the cn of the 
Walpole into Lighters, to lighten her, ſhe having 
7 Feet r nee in her Hold. 


XXIV. 
lohn Stewart permitted to land a Cargo of Porter 
on Aſton's-quay. 


i XXV. 
Edward Forbes permitted to land 133 Hampers 
of Cider at the Batchelor's-walk, as the Veſſel is too 
ſharp to come up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay. 


Thomas 


2 [ 12 ] 


1 | 
7 Themes Haſwell and John Stewart permitted to 
leave 228 Caſks of Porter on Sir John's-quay, and 
to carry 6 Caſks of Whiting to he Cuſtom houſe- 


quay 


XXVIL | 
Leland Croſthwaite permitted to * the Bar- 
bara, which had run 4. ground. | 


XXVIIL | 
Thomas Haſwell permitted to land at George's- 
quay 200 Hogſheads of Porter, as the Veſlel cannot 
came up on Account of the Water. 


XXIX. 

Robert Green permitted to land a Cargo of Glaſs 

Bottles out of the Jennet and _ at the Batche- 
lor's-walk. | 


XXX. 

Alexander Charles, Maſter of the Neptune, prays 
Permiſſion to take in a Cargo of Proviſions for Anti- 
gua a little below the Deck, where his Veſſel lies, as 
ſhe draws too much Water to come up higher. 


XXXI. 
Patrick M. Mahon permitted to ſend up in a ligh- 
ter 20 hogſheads of geneva to the Cuſtom-houſe- 
quay, the veſſel not being able to get =p. 


XXX l. 5 | 
Michael M'Carty permitted to unload part of the 
cargo of the 9 into gabbards ro e her. 


Joſhua 


1 


> ©, > 110 
Joſhua Clibborn permitted to ſhip 250 barrels, 
and 80 ſacks of flour, at the North-wall, the flip 
drawing too much water to come up iger. 


XXXIV. 
Permiſſion granted to James Mullay, maſter of 
the Richard of Dublin, to ſhip her cargo at the 
N orth-wall, his veſſel * ſharp Pull. 


 XXXV. 

Permiſſion granted to Arthur Colman, maſter of 

the Rebecca and Polly, to put his cargo into bay 
ters, his veſſel not being able to come up to the quay. 


 XXXVT. 

Permiſſion granted to Edward Power, captain of 
the Lovely Nelly, to diſcharge part of her cargo 
into li os it not being ſafe 1 her to come up 10 the 


Cuſtem-houſe-quay. 


| XXXVII. 
Permiſſion granted to Michael Coſgrave and Oliver 
Plunket, to land cotton and wool at the North-wall, 
_ the veſt not being able to get up higher. 


X XXVI II. 
Permiſſion granted to Amos and Edward Strettle, 
to diſcharge part of the cargo of the ſhip Rocking- 
ham into gabbards, to enable * to get up to the Cuſ- 
a | 


5 XXXIX. 
Permiſſion granted to Iſaac and Richard Weld, to 
diſcharge part of the cargo of the Iriſh Oak into 
lighters, as /he is too heavy to come up to the Cuftom- 


* 


Permiſſion 


LW] 


| - mY 
Permiſſion granted to Arthur Turner, maſter of 
the Mary Anne of Dublin, to ſhip proviſions at the 
 North-wall. 


XII 
Permiſſion granted to Leland Croſthwaite to ſhip 
_ Proviſions at the North-wall, the veſſel not being 


able to get up to the Cuftom-houſe-quay. 


XLII. 
| bs granted to John Wilſon of the General 
Wolfe, to ſhip proviſions at the North-wall, the 
_ ſhip being too ſharp to come up higher. 


XLIII. 
Permiſſion granted to Thomas Corles to ſhip his 
cargo at the North-wall, as the veſſel could not come 
up further on account of the water. 


XLIV. | 

Permiſſion granted to Thomas Haſwell to land a - 

cargo of porter on Afton's-quay, from on board the 

Hercules, being impoſſible to land it on the Pw 
houſe-quay, by the throng of buſineſs. 


XL. 
Permiſſion granted to Commerford and OfBrien 
to ſhip butter at the Norzh-wall, the veſſel not being 
*. to come up hi ger: 


XLVI. 

Permiſſion granted to Robinſon and Sandwich to 
diſcharge a cargo of flaxſeed at George's-quay, the 
ſhip not being ble t to get up to the Cuſtom-ouſe- 
_ | | 


Permiſſion 


„„ 

XLVII. 
Permiſſion granted to Hugh and Valentine Connor 
to ſhip beef at the NVortſ wall, the ſhip not being 
able to get up to the Cuſtom-houſe-quay. 


XLVIII. +4 

| Permiſſion to John Lindſay to ſhip a cargo o 
beef at the North-wall, the ſhip being too ſharp to 
get up higher. : 


| . XLIX. 

Permiſſion granted to James Every to tranſhip 80 
hogſheads of flaxſeed from the Neptune, ſhe having 
taken the ground at a ſmall diſtance from the Cuſ- 
tom-houſe-quay, and being thereby obliged to remain 
there until the next ſpring tides. | 


Permiſſion granted to Thomas Higgins to tran- 
ſhip 102 cheſts of ſugar from the ſhip Polly, ſhe 
having ſtruck on the rock called Standfaſt-Dick. 


Five hundred more might be added, but it is 
thought that the caſes herein given are ſufficient, to 
prove the facts for which they are adduced. 


As it has been advanced in the petition from the 
city to his Majeſty, againſt the alteration of the ſite 
of the Cuftom-houſe, that the Commiſſioners of the 
Revenue intended to erect a new Cuftom-houſe en- 
tirely out of the city, a Map of the city, with refe- 
rences to the new and old ſituations, and the ſeveral 
diſtances ſtated in the foregoing pamphlet, between 
one point and another, is annexed to this appendix, 
taken from Rocque's map long ſince publiſhed. 
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